SOUND THERAPY ASSOCIATION
MEETING: Coffee Republic Bar, South Terminal, Gatwick Airport
TIME:  11.00am - Wednesday 16th September 2009
Minutes of Meeting
Attendees:  Sheila Hill & Narayani Guibarra

Apologies: Lyz Cooper
1.
Previous Minutes:  There were no changes to the circulated document.  

Agreed & signed off.  

2.
Legislation:  No-one had worked on this yet.  Narayani offered to ask lawyers at work about the specific Acts we should include in our members’ list.  We agreed that creating summaries of the Acts is too onerous. Instead, we discussed creating a webpage on the site to refer members to, with links to each of the Acts and a VERY brief description of what each covers so that members take responsibility to inform themselves. Links to legislation might include: Human Rights Act; Working with Children/ Vulnerable Adults, Equal Opportunities; Mental Health; Rehabilitation Act (disclosure of criminal convictions); Data Protection.  Lyz agreed in August to write a draft advisory note for ‘Contra-Indications for Sound Therapy’ and send us what BAST uses for Data Protection.   Sheila’s contact at Richmond CVS offered some useful links/ suggestions which could also help so she will send these on.
ACTION:  Narayani:  Compiling a list based on feedback at work of legislation we include in any information provided to members (whether via the web or as a result of applying for membership).  Sheila: Circulate info received from Richmond CVS.  Lyz:  to write the ‘Contra-indications for Sound Therapy’ paragraph for guidelines / website & to forward suggestions for Data Protection.  Everyone:  keep a list of the websites, documents or other publications used as reference material so we can cite them in our ‘further information’ reference and to add to the Bibliography References at the end of the Standards of Practice document.
3.
Training:  Lyz had circulated copies of the ICNM’s application form & guidelines for submitting courses for approval prior to the meeting but both Narayani and Sheila felt it’s too early yet to be deciding on these formats.  Instead, we discussed the questionnaire for sending to colleges to gather information about the practitioner training schemes currently available in the UK (only about 6 that we have so far identified as practitioner training), so they can at least be compared.  Sheila wrote up the list we discussed to circulate to all & see whether it coincided with Lyz’s ideas as discussed at previous meeting.  Narayani said the College of Sound Healing holds regular committee meetings and such a questionnaire could easily be discussed by tutors and the information fed back to us without too much delay.  We agreed that inviting participation by the few schools that offer practitioner training at least be attempted before further progress on setting generic standards.  A cut-off time period will be included with the questionnaire so whatever replies are received by then will be considered when discussing the Association’s generic standards.  

Key components for comparison:  case studies, number of theory & practice teaching hours, whether presence or distance learning, course content (list of subjects), student assessment criteria, type of qualification offered, CPD requirements, tutor experience/ qualifications.
ACTION:  Sheila to compile a draft questionnaire to circulate to Lyz & Narayani for approval prior to next meeting.

4.
Leaflet – Narayani proposed developing an information leaflet (DL 3-fold) that could be used by us to promote the Association at events or exhibitions from next year by the Association’s members.  She offered to design a prototype for us that will include:  web & email contact details (plus Facebook group – see below); STA aims & objectives; benefits to members.  Sheila offered to send her some photo images that might be useful.  The proposed layout would be A4 landscape that could be easily photocopied on coloured paper by any individual/school to keep costs down.

ACTION: Narayani to design layout & draft text.  Sheila to forward some images
5. Newsletter -  Not discussed as Lyz could not attend today’s meeting
6.
Networking – We proposed setting up a Facebook group as a means of additional networking through this social media website.  Both Sheila and Narayani already have personal Facebook accounts but we’ll create one for the Sound Therapy Network & use that to promote the Association.  It can then be used as a vehicle for inviting group members to events, advertise courses & will be a good way to promote the Sound Symposium when we’re ready.  
ACTION: Sheila to set up a Facebook account for the STN and send out invitations to Narayani and Lyz (if they’re both on Facebook) with the idea that all 3 of us promote this on our websites, through Facebook etc.
7.
Next Meeting Date: The next two meeting dates were discussed & will be posted on the website as soon as confirmed.  
First Meeting options are:  Thursday 15th October at 6.30pm; Wednesday 28th October or 4th November at 11.00am; or Thursday 5th November at 6.30pm.  (Meeting times in pm to be capped at 2 hours)

Second Meeting options are: Wed 25th November or Wed 2nd December – 11.00am
