STA Working Party Meeting

Thursday 4th June 2009 – 1.00 – 4.00pm

Present:
Lyz Cooper (BAST)





Sheila Hill (Inner Sound)





Suzanne Inayat Khan (BAST)





Narayani Guibarra (College of Sound Healing)
1.
Minutes of Previous Meeting

Sheila proposed a brief review of the minutes of the previous meeting followed by an introduction by Narayani.  This review was not fully completed before we moved onto the next matter.
2.
New Attendee

Narayani, who was attending the meeting for the first time, asked us to explain the aims and objectives of the Sound Therapy Association.

Sheila introduced the Association’s aims regarding the creation of a membership based organization that will set professional standards for its members embracing a generic code of ethics, standards of practice, and training & education including continuing professional development (CPD).
Lyz introduced the Association’s aims for promoting sound and its benefits as a therapeutic modality; to act as an information source for the public seeking practitioners and other sound therapy professionals; to create a national register of practitioners; and to establish regular promotional events, where the public and other sound professionals could experience and participate in workshops and attend presentations.
Narayani explained that she had been asked to attend the meeting by Simon Heather of the College of Sound Healing.  She explained she had forwarded the documents we’d sent to her in preparation for contributing to the discussion process to Simon for his comments.  Simon had asked her to raise the question of including the term ‘healer’ either in the name of the association or in the description of the members of the association.
The existing working party members gave their reasons why they were reluctant to change the name of the association or to include either ‘healer’ or ‘healing’ as defining terms or to include those terms in the professional standards.
After further discussion, it was agreed that rather than defining terms such as ‘healer’, ‘therapist’ or ‘practitioner’, the association would instead use a generic description, namely ‘sound therapy association members’, which was defined by those present as ‘any person working with sound as a modality to facilitate an improvement in the overall health & well-being of individuals.  
All those present agreed that ‘STA members’ would be an acceptable alternative for describing the membership as a whole throughout the core documents.  
3.
Code of Ethics

It was agreed that the Code of Ethics be reviewed and discussed to agree the final wording of this document.  The Code of Ethics is an over-arching set of guidelines, relating to professional conduct, that members agree to abide by, in conjunction with the Standards of Practice.  All those present actively contributed to this process and the document was satisfactorily adapted from the template provided.

Suzanne volunteered to re-type the document, incorporating all agreed changes.  She will circulate to the attendees of the meeting to obtain final agreement before the document is uploaded to the Sound Therapy Network website, where it will be possible for a wider audience to review and comment on the document.
Sheila proposed the working party’s acceptance of the Code of Ethics, subject to the final re-type, and Lyz Cooper seconded the motion. 
4.
Any Other Business

Lyz shared information she’s gathered about obtaining charitable status, which turns out would be a lengthy and expensive process and also legally more onerous than setting up a company limited by guarantee.  We’re not ready to do this yet so no decision was taken on the matter.
Lyz also told us that she is attending the Resonance sound event at Hawkwood College near Stroud, Gloucestershire this coming weekend (June 6/7th).  She offered to prepare a flyer to take along to the weekend, promoting the sound therapy association, to distribute at the event.

5.
Next Meeting Date

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 15th July at 1.00pm at the Royal Festival Hall, rear foyer.

Anyone wishing to participate in the discussion process on the Standards of Practice will be welcomed at the next meeting.  
Please email us at association@soundtherapynetwork.org to confirm your interest and/or intention to attend.
