STA Working Party Meeting

Wednesday 15th July 2009 – 1.00 – 4.00pm

Present:
Lyz Cooper (BAST), Sheila Hill (Inner Sound) & Narayani Guibarra (College of Sound Healing). 
Apologies:
Suzanne Inayat Khan (BAST)

1.
Sound Symposium
Lyz Cooper gave a brief report on the Resonance Event that she participated in as a presenter at Hawkwood College, Painswick, Gloucestershire in June.  She talked to attendees about the Association.  James D’Angelo expressed interest in being involved with a new annual or bi-annual event.  We discussed organizing a Sound Symposium for 2011 and considered the following:

a)
Venues – in & out of London. Narayani offered to send Lyz details of a venue she knows; James D’Angelo gave Lyz some contacts; Lyz has some ideas for venues outside of London.  We agreed to compile a list in order to compare costs.
b)
Sponsorship – Sheila suggested this might help pay for the event.  It was suggested that any event literature show the STA name below rather than above any headline banner.  It is not clear whether we would get more interest from the sound community if the event is ‘sponsored’ by the STA rather than ‘organized by’.  We considered offering discounts on fees for members of STA thus encouraging people to join association when attending the event.
c)
Length of time – 1 or 2 days? Advance bookings offering early-bird discounts would enable us to judge before we finalize the program, whether to host a one or two day event.  It was agreed that even if numbers are low, it would be better to go ahead on a reduced basis & be well-organized rather than sustain a more ambitious project that could lose money & create an adverse impression.

d)
Lyz offered to do a newsletter circulation email once we’d finished the Standards of Practice guidelines so that we can promote both the Association & the Symposium as well as our progress.
2.
Standards of Practice Document
The remainder of the meeting was spent discussing and agreeing the Standards of Practice for Sound Therapy Association members.
3.
Any Other Business

We agreed to complete the Standards of Practice via email.  Sheila will type up the document as agreed so far & email to all.  Each person to read through the original points, compare with the suggested alternative and decide which they feel is most appropriate.
5.
Next Meeting Date

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 19th August at 1.00pm.  Narayani will confirm if she can still make her teaching commitments if she travels to Gatwick Airport or Dorking as an alternative venue.   

Please email association@soundtherapynetwork.org if you wish to attend our next meeting.
