SOUND THERAPY ASSOCIATION
MEETING: Café Nero, Gatwick South Terminal
TIME:  11.30am - Wednesday 2nd December 2009
Minutes of Meeting
Attendees:  Sheila Hill, Lyz Cooper, Bridget Mary Clare & Linda Turner

Apologies: Narayani Guibarra

1.
Previous Minutes:  Not reviewed as 3 of the 4 attendees were not present at the last meeting.  No matters were raised from the previous minutes. Sheila circulated copies together with today’s Agenda & sample Training Survey forms for reference during the meeting.  
2.
Sheila provided Bridget & Linda with a very brief resume of aims of this meeting.

3.
Bridget expressed her reason for attending the meeting, which was to learn how she can apply for accreditation of her sound therapy courses.  Her background includes training in nursing & midwifery and studied sound therapy with Peter Goldman.

4.
Linda Turner also studied with Peter Goldman and came along to the meeting because she was invited by Bridget Mary Clare who she is collaborating with on writing her sound therapy course.
5.
Training Survey:  We only received one response from those contacted on our emailing list – submitted by Simon Heather, College of Sound Healing. Despite only having data from 3 schools/training centers to compare (BAST, College of Sound Healing & School for INNER SOUND), we will continue with our process for setting training standards & base our work on the data we have received so far.  We agreed to send out a repeat request to those who opened our newsletter email but haven’t yet responded to our invitation.  

It was suggested that teacher evaluation be included in the survey form. After some discussion, it was eventually decided that this would be most appropriately addressed in the application process covering schools/trainers wishing to join the Association.

Key components for comparison in our survey include:  number of theory & practice teaching hours, student assessment evaluation criteria, certification requirements for qualification offered (e.g. case studies etc), CPD requirements.
ACTION:  Sheila to make minor revisions to both survey forms & notify Lyz when done so she can send a second invitation to selected trainers on our circulation list.

6.
Standards for Training & Education:  Sheila opened the discussion by suggesting that generic standards could be referenced to the areas covered by the training survey.  We considered a suggested template for generic Standards of Training & Education (ratified by one of the VSR Councils currently operating in the UK - the British Complementary Therapies Council) and discussed their appropriateness for use by the Sound Therapy Association.  A first draft was agreed by the group.
ACTION: the draft Standards of Training will be updated with minor alterations agreed at this meeting & circulated by Sheila – initially – to those who’ve completed training survey forms for consideration and other members of the STA working party group.  They will eventually be circulated to a wider audience for consideration once the closing date for the second invitation to participate in our training survey has passed (January 15th 2010).
7.
Bridget and Linda then left the meeting, confirming their interest in being kept informed of progress but stating that neither was in a position to commit their time to helping establish the STA.

8.
Lyz and Sheila continued their meeting, drawing up a list of points of action to accomplish or address by the next meeting. These points include:
a) Sheila to make minor changes to the Training Survey forms and notify Lyz so she can circulate our second invitation email.   
b) Lyz to re-send our Training Survey invitation email to those who opened the first email but didn’t respond, with a revised completion date of January 15th 2010.

c) Lyz & Sheila to check the minimum Standards set by other organizations – Lyz to check the CMA & ICNM & Sheila to check the BCMA & FHT.

d) Sheila to finalize the draft Training Standards and send to Lyz, Narayani, Suzanne, Simon, Bridge & Linda

e) Lyz to send out the draft Standards of Training & Education to those emailed a second time on/after January 21st 2010.

f) Sheila & Lyz to draw up draft Application forms to be circulated in advance of the next meeting by 30th January 2010. Sheila to work on individual practitioner Application form & Lyz to work on the Schools Application form.

7.
Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 24th February 11.30am at Gatwick South Terminal.
4th December 2009

